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It has been called to my attention that the Walt Disney Corporation and Cablevision have been
unable to reach a retransmission agreement of WABC-TV in the greater New York market despite the
pending expiration of their contract on March 7, 2010. Should no agreement be reached. Disney will
terminate transmission of its WABC signal, effective that date.

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

'j, ".,,").....~~,,""... "\ '"

The Honorable"Julitis'Genachowski
Chairman : i

Federat Corrtntttnieiltions Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington.'DC 20554

COMMlnEE ON EDUCATION
AND LABOR

COMMITIEE ON THE BUDGET

COMMITIEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

I am deeply concerned that many of my constituents will be adversely impacted by this corporate
stalemate as they will abruptly lose access to valuable news and entertainment programming. It is
imperative that both sides negotiate in good faith. The agreement reached should not only allow both
companies to,benefit, but also continue to provide customers with high-quality programming.

While these may be private negotiations between two companies, it is vitally important that
negotiations are. closely monitored to ensure a positive outcome for all parties involved and that
consumers: are 'not used as a bargaining chip. I strongly urge the Federal Communications Commission to
remain vigilant over tht: coming days as negotiations continue.

Sincerely,

~a
Member ofCongress

CC: Mr. Robert Iger
President and CEO

The Walt Disney Corporation
500 South Buena Vista Street
Bgrbank,CA 91521

, .

Mr. James Dolan
President and CEO

. Cablevision Systems Corporation
1111· Stewart-Avenue
Bethpage, NY 11714
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OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

April20 2010

The Honorable Tim Bishop
.S. Hous ofR presentatives

306 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.. 20515

Dear on ssman Bishop:

Thank you for your letter concerning th negotiations for carriage of WABC-DT a local
broadcast televi ion station own d and operat d by th Walt Disney ompany on cabl
television systems operated by ablevision Systems orporation.

I am pleased that Disney and Cablevision were able to reach a retransmission consent
agreement, and WABC was restored to the approximately three million ablevision subscribers
in the New York City area. At th same time I continue to be cone rn d about retransmission
consent n gotiation that interrupt or threaten to intenupt broadcast television service to
consumers who subscribe to a multichannel video programming distributor (MVPD). In recent
months, th breakdown or near br akdown in negotiations among several broadcasters and
MVPDs ha e caused some to que tion whether the ommission's current retransmission consent
policies hav k pt pace with changes in the mar etpl ceo To address this concern late last year I
directed th ommission s Media Bur au to b gin a r view of the ommission's policies and
regulations governing retransmi sion consent negotiations to det rmine whether the e isting
framework remains effective or whether reforms may be necessary to protect consum rs and
ensure fairness to all parties.

On March 9, 2010, a coalition representing a number ofMVPDs and public int rest
groups submitted a Petition for Rulemaking seeking to reform the retransmission consent rules.
Among other things the Petition proposes that the ommission establish new mechanisms that
provide for mandatory arbitration when a MVPD and the broadcaster are not able to reach a
retransmission consent agreement continued carriage ofbroadcast signals during the negotiation
or dispute r olution process and th adoption of rules to addr ss the practice of tying broadcast
programming to th carriage of nonbroadcast services. The Media Bureau has issued a Public

otice in iting public comment on the issues and proposals discussed in the Petition. I look
forward to reviewing the comments filed in response to the Notice as w II as the Bureau's
findings cone rning its ongoing e aluation of the current retransmission consent regime. I
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appr ciate your thoughts on th matt r as II and will take them into account as th
ommission examin s the retransmission consent mechanism.

[f I can b of further assistanc pI as do not hesitate to contact m .


